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GET IN STEP!

+ What’sjust over the horizon technologically
and philosophically?

¢ What are the ethical issues confronting mu-
seumsin the 21% century?

+ What challenges are presented by changing demo-
graphics?

+ What’s necessary to engage a generation more at-
tuned visually than verbally?

Last year’s Conference celebrated MAA’s quarter cen-
tury of serviceto Arizona’s museums, but this year we
focus on what’s ahead for us — an outgrowth of the en-
thusiastic response to last Annual Meeting’s future ori-
ented plenary session.

Plenary Sess
Bob Breunig, Rebecca Akins, Sarah Weber, and Barbara Meyerson.

PROJECTING THE FUTURE
REFLECTING ON THE PAST

As the MAA celebrated its 25th anniversary, the plenary ses-
sion at the spring conference focused on past Museum prac-
tices while speculating on future changesin the field. Bridg-
ing past and future, the group also shared per spectives on
sometimes roiling transitions in the present-day.

The panel included Tom Wilson, Director of ArizonaMu-
seum of Natural History and MAA President; Rebecca Akins,
Independent Consultant; Bob Breunig, Director of Museum of
Northern Arizona; Sarah Weber, Special Event Coordinator,
Carnegie Center; Barbara Meyerson, Independent Consultant;
and Jeff Williamson, President and CEO of Phoenix Zoo.

Ponder these and other future-oriented
questions with your colleagues at the

e fabulous Rancho de los Caballer os Resort
——

in Wickenburg for:

STEPPING INTO THE FUTURE

26" Annual Conference
of the
Museum Association of Arizona

April 23 - 26, 2008

I T°'SEASY BEING GREEN!
Let’ssaveatree! The 2008 MAA Conference isgoing

| green by using available technology to discourage exces-

sive use of paper. (If you have other environmentally

: friendly ideas for the Conference, please share them with
| usl). If you or your colleagues would like to receive e-

mailed information about the Annual Meeting, send your
email address to:

Tom.Wilson@cityofmesa.org

So watch your email, consult the MAA website for Con-

ference news, and be sure to share information with your
colleagues about our up-coming 26™ Annual Meeting.

Www.azmuseums.or
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GREEN ISHERE

If you are reading this, you already know that the MAA
Gallery is coming to you electronically!

The MAA Board, recognizing the versatility and imme-
diacy of PDF e-mailings, as well asits savings in paper
resources and expense, is pleased to present the Fall news-
letter to you by email.

The MAA joins museum organizations across the coun-
try in improved communication practices to better serve
members and limit environmental impact.

Rebecca Akins described the challenges in compiling MAA Visit the MAA Website: Www.azmuseums.orG

history in her book Serving, Sharing, Saving: The First

(Continued on page 7)
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MAA Mission

The Museum Association of
Arizona provides statewide
leadership among Arizona’s
museums and cultural commu-
nities through professional sup-
port, advocacy, education and
collaboration.

MAA Gallery

Vol. 25, No. 4
Fall 2007

Editor: Stephanie Bradley

Deadline for Winter issue:
January 9, 2008

The MAA Gallery is a quarterly publica-
tion of the Museum Association of Arizona.
An annual subscription is included in MAA
membership dues.

The Gallery encourages the submission
of museum-related news and information,
and unsolicited articles of general interest to
the museum community. The editor reserves
the right to select, edit, delete and correct
any copy submitted for publication. Authors
assume full responsibility for the accuracy of
their statements and for the opinions or judg-
ments that they may express. Opinions ex-
pressed in this publication do not necessarily
represent those of the Museum Association
of Arizona. Reproduction of Gallery contents
is permitted provided that reference is made
to the MAA Gallery including the issue date,
volume, number and author, if any. Contribu-
tions should be sent to :

maaeditor@azmuseums.org

By Tom Wilson
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President
Tom Wilson, Director
Arizona Museum of Natural History

President Elect
Lisa Anderson, President/ CEO
Mesa Historical Museum

Treasurer
Holly Young, Curator of Collections
Pueblo Grande Museum

Secretary

Mitch Menchaca,

Local Arts Development Director
Arizona Commission on the Arts

Immediate Past President
Jo Ann Stuckey
Sunnyslope Historical Society

Professional Development Director
Donna Reiner, Ph.D.
Consultant

Dear Colleagues,

With thisissue, the MAA Gallery, the
newsletter of the Museum Association
of Arizona, goes electronic! We will
publish the newsletter on the website,
azmuseums.org, and then send members
the link to the page on the website. Itisas
easy as that — you can read the newsl etter
online, or print it out and read it the old
fashioned way, in your hands.

There are anumber of reasons why we
make this change. Our ultimate goal isto
better serve the museum community of
Arizona, and we continually had thisin
mind as we planned and implemented the
electronic newsletter. We can get you the
news faster electronically. By the timethe
newsletter editor gets the MAA Gallery to
the stage you now see it, to print and mail
the issue takes three to four more weeks.
We can bring you more color on the web,
compared to the black and white tradition-
aly published version.

In addition, we save money and re-
sources. Gone are the costs for postage,
paper and printing four times ayear. With
these savings, we can invest in improving
the quality of the newdletter. The MAA
Communications Committee has adver-
tised for an editor and a designer, ideally

MAA Board 2007-2008

Western Region Representative
Roberta Ukura, Center Manager
Yuma Art Center

Tucson Association of Museums Representative
Carol Petrozzello, Asst. Curator of Education
University of Arizona Museum of Art

Central Arizona Museums Assoc. Representative
Kayla Kolar, Executive Director
Gilbert Historical Museum

STAFF
MAA Coordinator
Pam Levin, Interpretation Programs Manager
Desert Botanical Garden
MAA Newsletter Editor
Stephanie Bradley, Newsletter Editor
Cave Creek Museum

MAA GALLERY

splitting those functions between persons
specializing in those aress.

We hope to achieve wider readership as
well. Publishing the MAA Gallery on the
web invites a potentially worldwide audi-
ence rather than the several hundred insti-
tutions and individuals who receive the
version published on paper. | know in my
office, | can send the newsletter to all
staff electronicaly, rather than rely on the
more chancy physical circulation. And,
we can archive past issues on the website.

The Texas Association of Museums sur-
veyed their members concerning newslet-
ter publishing format. Around 2002, most
wanted atraditionally published newsl et-
ter; by 2006, they opted for electronic
publishing and the old way was hardly on
the radar screen. We know that al but a
few of our members have email and inter-
net access, and we can send a hard copy
to those that don’t.

MAA takesthis step to improve qual-
ity, speed publication, use color, save
money, facilitate storage, conserve re-
sources and increase audience. Those are
good reason to go electronic. We hope
you like it!

Tom

National Alliance of State Museum
Associations. Representative

Dr. Robert Breunig

Museum of Northern Arizona

Western Museums Association Rep.
Roger Lidman, Executive Director
Pueblo Grande Museum

Museum Educators Council of Arizona Rep.
Alice Duckworth
Arizona Capitol Museum

Central Region Representative
Dr. Vicki Berger, Director
Consultant

Northern Region Representative
Janeen Trevillyan
Sedona Heritage Museum

Southern Region Representative
Reuben T. Roqueni

Grants Program Manager
Tucson Pima Arts Council
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News from the Conference |

= STEPPING INTO THE FUTURE

Museum Association of Arizona
26" Annual Meeting, April 23 - 26, 2008

Rancho de los Caballeros Resort
Wickenburg, Arizona

CALL FOR PAPERS
PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD!

What’s just over the horizon technologcally and philosophically? W hat issues will confront museums
in the 21st century?W hat challenges do changing demogr aphics present?W hat’s necessary to engage
a generation more attuned visually than verbally?

The Museum Association of Arizona invites papers, sessions and workshops dedicated to the theme
Stepping into the Future. MAA welcomes sessions on collaborations, community projects, educational
programs, collections care and management, exhibitions, law and ethics, evaluation, development and
fundraising, interpreting sites and monuments, administration and governance, disaster planning and
other subject

Your proposal should include:

¢ Title of session (duration: 90 minutes) or workshop (duration: half-day or full-day)
¢ Session chair and presenters (affiliation, address, telephone, email)

¢ Description of presentation (up to 150 words)

¢ Audiovisual requirements

Send your idea for a session or workshop to (final proposals due December 21):

Thomas H. Wilson
MAA President & Sessions Chair

Director, Arizona Museum of Natural History SaV e t h e D at e.
Tom.wilson@cityofmesa.org A PRl L 2 3 _2 6 2 O O 8

(480) 644-3418

31vd 3H1 JAVS

CALL FOR BOARD NOMINATIONS

Please think about member s whom you would like to nominate to MAA Board positions.
Send your suggestionsto JoAnn Stuckey at JASConsultant@juno.com.

Photo at left:

“Operators are sanding
by....”

= Nancy Cutler, Pat Smith
and Pam Levin are ready to
welcome and register 2008
conferees as they did last
spring at the MAA
Conference in Prescott.

Photo Stephanie Bradley

. PR .
P ( NF “Gloves go on” Micki Burger during the Archives Workshop at
- the 2007 MAA Conference. Photo Tom Wilson
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MAA GALLERY






